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Do you often wonder where time goes week after week?  It seems that once you hit a certain 
age, the next thing you know you have forgotten how to enjoy life and enjoy those around  
you … 

This is something I learn each time to attend one of NAIW ’s conventions whether it is a 
Council meeting or National meeting – the networking is unstoppable.  The professional 
development opportunities are invaluable to all of us in addition to the social  and relaxing 
environment.  I encourage you to attend your next Council meeting which will be here b efore 
you know it in the wonderful Tampa Bay area.  

A couple of weeks ago, I had the privilege  of representing our members at  the Region III 
conference in Destin, Florida.  I am proud to announce that half of our association was  
recognized with the new CPII designation  by Central Insurance School.  Make sure you pat 
those members on the ba ck for a job well done.  

Our Pro fessional Development committee  is planning one last class of the 2009 -2010 term with 
a CPII or PIAM class in the Or lando area.  If you need one of these modules , please email your 
preference to professionaldevelopment@cfipflorida.org .   

CFIP is actively seeking committee Directors and Assistant Directors for our 2010 -2011 term 
which will kick off on July 1 st, 2010.  During our last meeting, you elected a new set of officers 
which are:  President – Jason Carter, CPSR, PIAM, CPII, CPIM, DAE, V ice-President – Diana 
Stack, AIAM, PIAM, CPII, CPIW, Treasurer – Jose Reyes, CPSR, LTCP, PIAM, CPII , EHBA, and 
Secretary – Debra Hoffman.   Our next general  meeting will be Wednesday, March  5th for our 
VIP/Industry Appreciation Event.  You do not want to miss this meeting as we have several 
special guests and awards/scholarships to present.   See our website for further details at 
www.cfipflorida.org . 

In closing, I hope you are enjoying this fabulous Spring We ather and look forward to seeing 
you soon .   

Please remember to c ontact our Director of Membership, Mary Brilliant on how  you can 
become the newest member or Corporate Partner in the Central Florida Insurance Professionals!   

If you have any questi ons, I am here for you anytime, please contact me at 
president@cfipflorida.org or call me direct at 321 -246-5648. 

Yours in Fellowship ,  

Jason Carter 

Jason Carter, CPSR, PIAM, CPII, CPIM, DAE  
President  

NAIW MISSION  

NAIW (International) 
serves its members by 
providing professional 

education, an 
environment in which 

to build business 
allia nces and the 

opportunity to make 
connections with 

people of differing 
career paths and levels 

of experience within 
the insurance industry.  
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NAIW Website  

Remember to check the NAIW website regularly and Central Insurance School as Webinars are 
now being offered for your convenience. 

 

Travel Insurance – Who needs it??
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The cloud of volcanic ash from Iceland that has shut down airports all over Europe is just the latest event to disrupt 
travel.  
 
Hurricanes and other natural disasters, along with political unrest and personal problems, ruin vacation and business 
travel plans all the time.  

One way to hedge against such events is travel insurance. For a relatively small fee -- typically 4 to 8 percent of the cost 
of the trip -- you can buy protection for your trip.  

Typical policies cover costs for delays, like extra hotel stays or the price involved in changing plans; the nonrefundable 
costs for interrupted or canceled trips; lost or stolen luggage; medical emergencies and even medical evacuation. Older 
travelers and those who take more expensive vacations can expect to pay the higher prices.  

But you can no longer get coverage for next week's planned trip to Europe.  

The travel insurance industry has designated the eruption of the volcano beneath an Icelandic glacier as a ''known event,'' 
explained Jill Rosenberg, manager of group and executive travel for AAA New York. That means you won't be able to 
buy coverage for trips that may be canceled or otherwise impacted by the volcano.  

''It's sort of like buying homeowner's insurance while your house is on fire,'' said Jim Grace, president of 
Insuremytrip.com, which sells policies from 24 companies online.  

Similar rules apply to a hurricane once it has a name, said Carol Mueller, a spokeswoman for the insurer Travel Guard.  

Mueller said about 75 percent of claims in the industry are related to canceling trips, usually because of illness for the 
traveler or a family member.  

Here's some tips for buying travel insurance: 

-- Purchase your policy within seven to 14 days of booking your trip to get the most comprehensive coverage.  
-- Ask questions to make sure you're getting the coverage you need. Grace said about 90 percent of the companies that 
sell policies through his website are covering volcano-related cancellations.  
-- Adventure travel and high-risk activities may require extra insurance on top of the standard policy.  
-- Extra protection is available through policies with ''cancel for any reason'' riders, which are more expensive. Some of 
these policies may not reimburse the full cost of a trip, so make sure you know how much coverage you're buying.  
-- Theft or damage of personal property is usually covered, but there are typically price limits. Homeowner's or renter's 
insurance may provide backup for expensive items like electronics or jewelry, but check before you leave home.  
-- Many booking websites offer travel insurance at the time you make a reservation, but you can also buy it separately 
through an aggregator like insuremytrip.com or directly from company sites. Prices vary, so it makes sense to shop 
around.  



 

 

Safety Information – GPS Units and Theft… 

I live in the big city of Houston so this may not apply to any of you.   

I drove myself and two co-workers to lunch Monday, 2/15/10. I chose a parking spot in the rear of the lot and backed 
into a space (no pull through available at location). This positioned my Chevy Avalanche with the passenger side 
doors facing away from the rest of the lot and to the end of the lot. I had a Sony digital camera lying on the console of 
my truck. Upon returning from lunch and entering the vehicle we noticed nothing wrong or missing from the vehicle.  
  
Tuesday around lunch time I needed the camera and could not locate it. My first thoughts were, "I moved it or it fell to 
the floor mat or I removed it from my truck." After searching feverishly for two days, questioning anyone who had been 
close to my truck and exhausting every possible location I could have put it, I began to have that sinking feeling I lost it 
or someone stole it. My new Garmin GPS had been in the truck the whole time, so I felt as if someone had entered my 
vehicle they would have taken it also.  
  
Fast forward to Wednesday, I approached my truck from the passenger side to place my computer bag (aka my man 
purse) in the front passenger seat. As I reached to open the door I noticed there was a hole right under my door 
handle. My first thought was, "someone has shot my truck!" I began to think about it and inspect it a little closer and 
the "light" slowly began to come on. I phoned my friend who owns a body shop and asked if he had any vehicles with 
damage to the doors that looked like a bullet hole. "Yes, I see it all the time. Thieves have a punch and place it right 
under the door handle, knock a hole through, reach in and unlock it, just as if they have a key. No alarms, broken 
glass or anything."  
  
I then placed a call to my insurance agent, who is also a friend and explained it to him. I proceeded to tell him the 
situation and how I was puzzled that they left my GPS and all other belongings. Here is where it gets scary! "Oh no, he 
said, they want the break-in to be so subtle that you don't even realize it. They look at your GPS to see where "home" 
is. Now they know what you drive, go to your home and if your vehicle isn't there they assume you aren't and break in 
your home." He says they will even leave a purse or wallet and only take one or two credit cards. By the time you 
realize there has been a theft, they may have already had a couple days or more to use them. This is another reason 
they want the break-in to go unnoticed. I didn't realize my situation for two full days! They even give you the courtesy 
of re-locking your doors for you. I guess they don't want it to be broken into by other thieves!  
  
Had they found your check book, they could have taken checks from the middle section so they wouldn't be noticed.  
  
Please remove from your GPS unit your home address as "home"! Put in your local Wal-Mart address or somewhere 
else! I hope this is beneficial to you and helps you keep your valuables in your possession and your vehicle from 
damage. Most importantly, it may keep the thieves from showing up at your home! Periodically walk around your car, 
daily if you are in a shopping center or other parking area. Report thefts immediately....Bank w/missing check 
numbers, Credit card agencies, Police and Insurance Companies.  
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CFIP has started a fundraising event which will help our association begin 
to grow. You can help us reach our goal simply by ordering online from 
Current Fundraiser. It's easy to do, you can choose from lots of fun and 
practical products, and 50% of your total purchase goes directly to our 

association! Imagine the possibilities we will be able to start earlier than 
expected with an increase in funds for the association. 

Just follow these easy steps:  

Log on to: 

http://www.currentfun.com 

Shop to your heart's content. You can choose from loads of reasonably 
priced cards, gift wrap, gifts, candy and treats, even popular magazine 

subscriptions. Look for special fundraiser Internet offers, too. This is great 
for the holiday and it benefits both you and your association partner. 

When you check out, select: 

State: Florida 
     Organization: Central Florida Insurance Professionals 

     City: Altamonte Springs 
      

Submit your secure order (using your credit card for payment). Your 
purchase will be shipped directly to you. 

Enjoy your top-quality Current products, while you help CFIP meet our 
fundraising goal! 

Thanks for helping in advance and we look forward to giving back to you 
through more education and networking opportunities! 

 

�” �” �” 
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Corporate Partners are one of our many assets.  They contribute to 
our growth by giving us the ability to promote membership, sponsor 
scholarships, and can assist in other ways such as supporting functions like 
educational classes, locations for meetings, website expenses among many 
other things.   

The Corporate Partnership Program was designed to welcome and recognize 
those businesses interested in partnering with the Central Florida Insurance 
Professionals. To be eligible for the Corporate Partnership Program, your 
company must either: 

�x Be involved in the risk management or insurance industry;  
or  

�x Provide a product or service related to the insurance industry.  

 Although Corporate Partners do not have voting rights or are allowed 
holding both elective and appointive office at all levels of the association, we 
encourage their employees to become members to represent the company at an 
even higher level.   

 
The benefits are many for all levels of Corporate Partnership with CFIP – 
please visit our website by clicking the following link 
http://www.cfipflorida.org/apps/webstore/products/category/220964  
 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our Director of 
Membership, Mary Brilliant at membership@cfipflorida.org.  
 

We look forward to a prosperous partnership with your company soon!! 

 

Yours in Membership, 

Mary Brilliant, AAI, CIC, CPIW 

Calling all Future Corporate Partners….  
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Platinum Corporate Partner  

Emergency Services & Reconstruction 

Emergency Services and Reconstruction is a locally owned and operated business. We serve Orange, Seminole, Osceola, 

Lake, St. Lucie, Martin, Indian River, Okeechobee, and Brevard counties with pride and loyalty, and we’re sincere in our 

dedication to the people of this area. 

We’ve encountered all types of disasters in our time in business, but with the knowledge and experience that we have built 

over the years, we know how to properly handle all situations. We work hard to put your mind at ease. When you call us, a 

team of skilled and trained technicians will come to your locat ion right away to board up open areas, assess the damage, 

document the entire process, and get to work. Because we’ve been in business in this area for so long, you can trust that ESR 

knows exactly how to handle your disaster, big or small, and we pride ourselves on treating all our customers with the 

respect they deserve 

Whether you've had an overnight disaster like a sudden fire or flood or an ongoing issue like a mold infestation, ESR can 

solve your problems! We are experts in all our service areas, including fire restoration, flood and water mitigation, wind 

damage clean-up, contents restoration, and mold or trauma clean-up. We restore both homes and businesses back to normal 

after huge disasters like hurricanes or small problems like a broken pipe. No matter your problem, ESR will work diligently 

to bring peace back to your life. 

http://www.esrfl.com/index.php 

Please check out below some information about our Corporate Partner and how they can 
assist your customers or even yourself in the time of emergency. 



 

 

“In The Community…”  
 

 

TO SPONSOR THE CENTRAL FLORIDA INSURANCE PROFESSIONALS TEAM, PLEASE CLICK HERE 

http://www.aidswalkorlando.org/donations  
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AIDS Walk Orlando 2010 - Presented by Brighthouse  
Hope and Help of Central Florida started AIDS Walk Orlando in 1995. Over the years this event has grown by your participation!  
And only with your participation can we continue to raise funds to help those affected by HIV/AIDS in our Central Florida 
community. 

In the last three years we have had over 1,000 participants each year– this year we are shooting for 1,500!  The more people that 
participate – the more money we raise!  

AIDS Walk Orlando 2010 Schedule 

�x On-site registration will begin at 8:00am 
�x Opening remarks will begin at 8:45am 
�x The walk will commence at 9:00am 
�x Closing remarks & awards will be given out at 10:00am 

FAQ’s 

Q: When is AIDS Walk Orlando 2010? 

A: Saturday, April 24, 2010  

Q: Where does AIDS Walk Orlando take place?  

A: The AIDS Walk starts and ends at the Lake Eola/Walt Disney World Amphitheatre in downtown 

Orlando on Rosalind Street. 

 

Q: How long is the AIDS Walk? 

A: Three laps around the lake or 3 kilometers (1.86 miles)  

 

Q: Where does the money go?  

A: The Hope and Help Center of Central Florida, Inc., a 501 (C) (3).   All the money raised stays in 

Central Florida to help our neighbors in need.  

Q: Where do I park? 

A: The downtown Library garage is the closest location. The Library garage is located on Central Blvd. 
and will cost $.50 per hour.  




